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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

v 1 . An apparatus comprising: 
an electronic device; 

arNnterchangeable covering designed to at least partially cover the electronic 
device, inducting an electronic component embedded within the interchangeable 
covering, the electronic component having data encoded thereon; and 

a coupler to facilitate exchange of said data between the electronic device and 
the embedded electronic component in the intejslwrgeab^covering. 



2. The apparatus of claim 1 ^Wher^io the 
electronic device group comprising at least^ 
assistant, a handheld personal computer 



electromc'device is a selected one from an 
mobile phone, a personal digital 
player and a game console. 



3. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the interc^ngeaty^^ is a selected one 
from a covering group comprising at least one of an interchangeable rigid faceplate and 
an interchangeable skin, each having a surface design to be complemented by 
personalization resulted from said exchange of data. 



4. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the electronic component embedded wi™n 
the interchangeable covering is a selected one from a component group comprising 
least one of a central processing unit (CPU), a random access memory (RAM), a read 
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ily memory (ROM), a subscriber identity module (SIM) smart card, and an electrically 
erasable programmable read only memory (EEPROM). 

The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the coupler comprises a contact coupler. 



6. The apparatus bf claim 5 further comprising: 

a plurality of contacrpads coupled to the electronic component embedded within 
the interchangeable covering; and 

a plurality of contact pins inteJud^d in the mobile electronic device to facilitate 
transfer of data to and from the/nobile^lectroj^icydevice and the electronic component 
embedded within the interchangeable coverif 



hi 



m 



The apparatus of [claim 1 , wherein the coupler comprises a contactless coupler. 



8. The apparatus of claim 7 further comprising a winding of a conductive material 
coupled to the electronic component embedded within the interchangeable covering, the 
winding embedded within the interchangeable covering. 



9. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the data exchanged comprises aNeast one of 
a name, a phone number, a resource server specification, an email address, ar 
electronic coupon, a font style, an identifier of the covering, an approval code, and N 
executable code implementing an additional function. 
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0. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the data exchanged comprises an audio data 



apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the data exchanged comprises a media file. 

12. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the data exchanged comprises data for setting 
a voice utilized forvmessaging functions. 

1 3. An apparatus comprising: 




a cover to covef an elecfhonic device; 

an electronic component embedded/within th'e cover, the electronic component 
including 



/isiorrsof said data to the covered electronic 



device. 



14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the electronic device is an electronic device 
selected from a group comprising at least one of a mobile pfrone, a personal digital 
assistant, a handheld personal computer, a media player and a gpme console. 



15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the cover is a covering selected from a 
covering group comprising at least one of an interchangeable rigid faceplate and an 
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interchangeable skin, each having a surface design to be complemented by 
personalization resulted by said provision of the encoded data to the electronic device. 

1 6. The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein the electronic component embedded within 
the cover is a selected one from a component group comprising at least one of a central 
processing unit (CPbJl a random access memory (RAM), a read only memory (ROM), a 
subscriber identity module (SIM) smart card, and an electrically erasable programmable 
read only memory (EEPROr 

1 7. The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein the interfa^ ccxnprises a selected one of a 
contact coupler and a contactless'coupfe 



1 8. The apparatus of clai 
further comprises a plurality 



17 wherein in the^ase of a contact coupler, the interface 
of contact pads. 



19. The apparatus of claim l3TWfierein the medium composes a selected one of a 
bar code and a magnetic stripe. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19 the interface comprises a corresponding selected one 
a bar code reader and a magnetic stripe reader. 



21 . The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein the data comprises at least one of a narfoe, a 
phone number, a resource server specification, an email address, an electronic coupon, 
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ya font style, an identifier of the covering, an approval code, and executable code 
implementing an additional function. 

22. Th^apparatus of claim 13, wherein the data comprises an audio data file. 

23. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the data comprises a compressed media file. 



24. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the data comprises data for setting a voice 
utilized messaging functions. 



25. A method comprising; 

facilitating an exch 
embedded electronic component, and an 
embedded electronic component; and 

executing instruct 




interchangeable covering, having an 
ronic device, the data being stored in said 



ronic device based on thj^exchanged data 



26. The method of claim 25, wherein said facilitating comprises determining if the 
interchangeable covering has data to be exchanged. 

27. The method of claim 25, wherein said executing comprises initializing a selected 
one of personalizing data and additional function in the electronic devices 
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The method of claim 25 further comprising: 
sdetermining whether the electronic device is idle; 
if the electronic device is idle, contacting a resource server containing at least a 
selected one\rf personalizing data and additional function; and 

receiving atJeast a selected one of one or more additional personalizing data and 
additional function frohi the resource server. 



29. The method of claim 25 further comprising:/ 



receiving a resource server specification from the interchangeable covering; and 

llox 



using the resource server specification to 



)ntact a resource server. 



30. The method of claim 29, wherein Jtfe resource server specification comprises a 
Uniform Resource Locator i 



31 . The method of claim 25, wherein facilitating compriseSsdetermining if contact is 
formed between the electronic device and the interchangeable covering. 



32. The method of claim 31 , wherein determining if contact is formed comprises 
determining if contacts of the electronic device are in physical contact with contacts of 
the interchangeable covering. 
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53. The method of claim 25, wherein the interchangeable covering is a selected one 
frorka covering group comprising at least one of an interchangeable rigid faceplate and 
an interchangeable skin, each having a surface design to be complemented by 
personalizatiok resulted from said exchange of data. 



34. The method of < 
coupler is present. 



25, wherein facilitating comprises determining if a contact 




ssst, 
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35. The method of claim 25, 
contactless coupler is present 



in facilitating composes determining if a 



36. The method of claim 



corresponding to the exchar ged 




comprises initializing a ring tone 



37. The method of claim 25, \fther€m facilitating exchange ot data^ofhprises 
facilitating exchange of a selected one of personalizing reEst&Tdata and additional 
function with a microprocessor/storage chip embedded in the interchangeable covering. 



38. The method of claim 37, wherein said microprocessor/storage chib is a selected 
one from an electronic component group comprising at least one or more of\ central 
processing unit (CPU), a random access memory (RAM), a read only memory (RQM), a 
subscriber identity module (SIM) smart card, and an electrically erasable programme 
read only memory (EEPROM). 
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An article comprising 
machine accessible medium having instructions encoded therein, the 
instruction^ when executed on an electronic device, facilitate an exchange of data 
between an interchangeable covering, having an embedded electronic component 
containing the exchWjed data, and the electronic device, and thereafter, tailor the 
execution of the instmctfons on the electronic device based on the exchanged data. 

40. The article of claim 39, whei^h^ de^e is an electronic device 
selected from a group comprising at le^st one of a mobile phone, a personal digital 
assistant, a handheld personal computer, \media player and a game console. 

41 . The article of claim 39, wherein the data exchanged comprises at least one of a 
name, a phone number, a resource server sjaecifibatiorv an email address, an electronic 
coupon, a font style, an identifier of th^covering, an approval code and executable 
instructions implementing additional function. 

42. The article of claim 41 , wherein the data exchanged comprises Vi audio data file. 



43. The article of claim 39, wherein the interchangeable covering is a selected one 
from a covering group comprising at least one of an interchangeable rigid faceplate^nd 
an interchangeable skin, each having a surface design to be complemented by 
personalization resulted said exchange of data. 
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44. The article of claim 39, wherein the electronic device is a telephony related 
dayice, and the data exchanged comprises data for setting a voice utilized for 
messaging functions. 

45. The artifcje of claim 39, wherein the electronic device is a wireless mobile phone, 
and said instruction^, when executed, initialize a ring tone corresponding to the 
exchanged data. 

46. An apparatus comprising: 
cover means to cover an electronic device; sfndy 

data provision meai^ embedded within th^rco'ver, the data provision means 
including 

medium jfneans encoded with dc 

interface! means to facilitate provisic^i of ^id data to the coyefed 
electronic device. 



47. The apparatus of claim 46, wherein said cover means is a covering selected from 
a covering group comprising at least one of an interchangeable rigid faceplate and an 
interchangeable skin, each having a surface design to be complemented by 
personalization resulted by said provision of the encoded data to the electronic device. 
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18. The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the data provision means embedded within 
thereover means is a selected one from a component group comprising at least one of a 
central processing unit (CPU), a random access memory (RAM), a read only memory 
(ROM), a subscriber identity module (SIM) smart card, and an electrically erasable 
programmable re^d only memory (EEPROM). 

49. The apparatus of cUHm 46, wherein the interface means comprises a selected 
one of a contact coupler and a contactless coupfc 



50. The apparatus of claim 46, w); 
phone number, a resource server specificatil 
a font style, an identifier of the/covering, an apppi 
implementing an additional fulr 




prises at least one of a name, a 
ail address, an electronic coupon, 
al code, and executable code 



51 . The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the data comprises^ selected one of an 
audio data file, a compressed media file and a voice utilized messaging function. 



52. An electronic device comprising: 

first electronic components; 

a body encasing the first electronic components, the body having physical* 
attributes designed to facilitate reception of a cover to cover the body; and 
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an interface disposed on said body designed to mate with an interface of a 
second electronic component embedded within said cover, to facilitate receipt of data 
encoisjed in a medium of said second embedded electronic component. 

53. The electronic device of claim 52, wherein said cover is a covering selected from 
a covering groupscomprising at least one of an interchangeable rigid faceplate and an 
interchangeable skin>aach having a surface design to be complemented by 
personalization resulted o^said provision of the encoded data to the electronic device. 

54. The electronic device of daim 52, whereip/said second electronic component 
embedded within the cover i^a selected one f^om a component group comprising at 
least one of a central processing unit (CPU^a random access memory (RAM), a read 
only memory (ROM), a/subscriber ider^^y/moabde (SIM) smart card, and an electrically 
erasable programmableyread only/memory (EEPRGM). 

55. The electronic device of claim 52, wherein the inte?f^ce comprises a selected 
one of a contact coupler and a contactless coupler. 



56. The electronic device of claim 52, wherein the data comprises afcJeast one of a 
name, a phone number, a resource server specification, an email address/Wi electronic 
coupon, a font style, an identifier of the covering, an approval code, and executh^le 
code implementing an additional function. 
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The electronic device of claim 52, wherein the data comprises a selected one of 
an audio data^ile, a compressed media file and a voice utilized messaging function. 

58. The electronic device o^laimBS^nerein the electronic device is a mobile 
communication device. 



59. The electronic device of claim 58, wherein the mobile communicatfoq^device is a 
wireless mobile phone. 
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